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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Under this title, adopted in part from another periodical, I shall be very happy to 
insert any query however apparently trivial. Facts and opinions may also be briefly 
recorded, but I cannot consent to index such communications and thus place them on 
a level with those attested by a name and address. 


Reports of Societies.—I beg to differ from your correspondent, “ F.G.S.,” as to the 
advantages arising from the publication of reports of discussions at the meetings of 
scientific sogeties. In my opinion such discussions are often very instructive, and if 
new facts are mentioned, or errors in the paper read, corrected, I consider it both ad- 
_ vantageous and necessary that such additions or corrections should appear in the pub- 
lished accounts of the Proceedings. It may not be the custom of the Geological 
Society to publish the result of such discussions, but the Entomological Society of 
France does so, with good effect. If the statement made by me, to which “ F. G, §.” 
alludes be inaccurate, why does not he give a proper reference to it and correct it?— 
J. O. Westwood ; Hammersmith, February 1, 1851. 


Inquiry respecting the Reguli.—I would respectfully inquire what constitutes the 
specific difference between the Regulus auricapillus and R. ignicapillus, as I very much 
question (with every respect to the author of these species), the propriety of making them 
more than mere varieties one of another. I may be exposing my own ignorance toa 
needless extent, but having seen both, and possessed birds with the crown of the head 
of a pale straw colour up to a fiery red, with every intermediate grade of colour, led me 


_ to state what I have. It is said there is sume difference in size; so there often is in | 


birds of unquestionably the same species ; the crown of the head is much brighter in 
the R. ignicapillus. Most birds are liable to the same variation in the shade of plumage. 
If the only difference consists in a shade of colour or size, I cannot think we are justi- 
fied in retaining it as a distinct species; but merely as the result of age, or locality, or 
what not.—J. N. Duck; Kingsdown, near Bristol. 


Food of the Larva of Papilio Machaon.—In the ‘Encyclopedia Britannica,’ this 
larva is stated to feed on Pimpinella Saxifraga and P. magna, as well as on its ordinary 
- food: has this been confirmed ?—H. L. de la Chaumette. 


Argynnis Ine.—In reply to the numerous inquiries on this subject, I can say that 
I have no reason to believe that the specimens are British ; it seems probable they were 
collected in France and unintentionally mixed with British insects —E£. Newman. 


Have British Specimens of Vanessa Antiopa been reared from Larve ?—Have any 
of your entomological subscribers reared Vanessa Antiopa from the larva in this 
country? And if not, at what period of the year were the specimens they possess cap- 
tured? An answer will oblige.— Bombyx Atlas ; Gloucester Terrace, Tottenham. 


Does more than one species of Anser ‘breed in Britain ?—Can any correspondent of 
the ‘ Zoologist’ give full and sufficient evidence of any other species of wild goose than 
the gray lag goose (Anas anser), having bred in the wild state in Britain? In asking 
this question, I am aware that it is probable that the clock geese (bernacle) bred ove 
year in Monteith of Egilshay’s Holme.—J. Wolley ; 3, Roxburgh Terrace, Edinburgh. 


Cilla, unde derivatur >—A paper by the Rev. James Smith, in the present number, 
has suggested this query to my mind. We have albicilla for ‘ wing tail, atricilla for 
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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES—Continued.. 


‘black tail,’ Bombycilla for ‘ silk tail,’ ruticilla for ‘ red tail, ostricilla for ‘ purple tail, 


and yet I cannot call to mind either Greek or Latin words that will supply the unde 


derivatur : the termination ‘ ceps’ is subject to a like remark.— EZ. Newman. 


The Maggot in old and seasoned Wood.—1. What is the name of the maggot that 
lives in old and seasoned wood ? 


2, How long does it live in the grub state? When does it change into the perfect 


insect, Which is (I believe) a small brown beetle ? 


3. Is there any way of destroying it when it has attacked furniture ?— Thomas 
Boyd ; 8, Upper Homerton. 


What is the full tide of the work on ‘ ‘Crain! by W. de Haan (Zool. 2972) >— 
G. G. 

(Fauna Japonica of Dr. Siebold : ican: by W. de Haan. ‘Fauna J aponica, 
sive descriptio animalium, que in itinere per Japonian, jussu et auspiciis superiorum 


quisummum in India Batava imperium tenent, suscepto annis 1823—1830 collegit, 


notis, observationibus et adumbrationibus illustravit Dr. Siebold.’] 


Dr. Coldstream wrote a paper in ‘ Jameson’s Edinburgh Journal, on a small Crus- 
tacean very destructive to wood while in salt water. Which vol. or number is it in P—— 
G. G. 


(Dr. Coldsteam’s paper on ‘ Limnoria terebrans,’ is in‘ Edinburgh New Philosophi- 


cal Journal,’ vol. xvi.] 


Is there a species of Ophiura named lacertosa? and what are the marks that distin- 
guish it from O. texturata of Forbes’ ‘ British Star-fishes?’—G. G. 

(In Mr. Gray’s ‘ List of British Animals; Part 1, Radiated Animals, p. 23, under 
Ophiolepis ciliata, Ophiura lacertosa and O. texturata are quoted as synonymous. ] 


Please give me the name of the small Crustaceous animal in a quill. —ev. James 


Smith. 
[Arcturus longicornis. ] 
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